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The dtsAbtttty Resource Center (dRC) is a nonprofit organization, duly incorporated under the laws of South

Carolina, that is cross-disability, non-residendal, and consumer-driven —meaning that over 31M of the

staff

an
Board of Directors are people with sigidRant disabilities. DRC receives fimding t'rom the US Depanment of
Bducadon, Rehabilitative Services Administration. I have been execudve director ofdRC for tbe past 14 months.

previous ro coming to here, t wes director ofpublic policy and advocaoy for rhe National Council on Independent

Living (NcIL) in washington, D.c. Health care and transporradon have always been major issues for people with

dieabilirlee, While I Wae With NCIL, I WOrked CIOSely With thC VS Department Of Tranepcrmdon, aS Well aS the
VS Department ofHealth and Human Services —particularly with the Center for Medicare/Medicaid Services.
Secretary Michael 0, Leaviu ofDHHS appointed me as a voting member of the Medicaid Commission in July

2003 vvhere I served for lg months. I am very famt1iar with Medicaid law nud regularions.

I have found that transportation is indeed a major issue here h South Carolina. The dRC has significant problems

in working with indlvlduals with disablgties in Charleston, Dorchester, Berkeley, Orangebm'g, and Williamsburg

Counties - especially in the nual areas —as assault of lack ofmmsportation options. I must admit that an

inordinate amount ofmy time this past year has been focused on general transportation issues. Therefore, when I
learned about the proposed "stretcher vnn" regulations, I was concerned since it involves both health care and

transportation, Spechgcally thc quahty ofmedical care individuals with significant disabilities receive in our area

is a major priority. This is patticularly true of Medicaid recipients whose choices sre already limited,

The very defmition of those individuals wbo would be n anspctted in these snatcher vane- persons tvho cannot bs

transported in a taxi or wheelchair due to convslosoenco or being non-ambulatory —in itself means that these

individuals are medkally I?agile or very muoh at risk. I cannot comprehend moidng these individuals without

some degree of medical monitoring and the ability to respond ctui~ and competently should an emergency

develop. I once was duector of a center for independent living in Virginia and that center provided Medicaid

nunsporration; so I am familiar with that service. At one time that organization was a contractor with LoglstiCare,

This ouly magnifies my concerns.

In summary, our organization wanrs to go on record iu opposidon to the proposed change in regulations. I

personally feel this would be aking undue and unnecessary risks for an already "high risk" population. Your

current system seems adequate. If it isn't broken, why fix it?

Since Iy,

Gwcn Qillenwatsr

Executive Director

7944 DORCHESTER ROAD NORTH CHARLESTON, SC 28418
PHONE; (843) 225-5080 . FAX: (843) 225-5082

TOLL FREE/TDD: (888) 874-7730
EMAll. i. lNFQ DRCILC. ORG
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Do_ot_g Depe_nent
101 ]_xe_ufivo Canter Drive

Columbia, South Carolina 29210

Re: Docket Number 2007-,H5 -A

To Whom It May Conch'a:

The di_,Abllit,/Resource Center (dRY) Js a nonprofit organiz_tlon, duly incorporated under the laws of gomh
Carolina, tha_ is cress-disability, non-reddantlal, and ¢.0_um_r.drlven- meaning that owr .5l% of_e st_ffand

Board of Dkectors are people with dgnlfic_t di_abiUties, DRC rap,elves fimding f_om the US Dv-_arm_ent of
Eduoation, Rehabilitative Secvicas Administrmlon. I have boe_ exee_tlvo dlr0etor ofdRC for _e past ] 4 months.
Fa-evinus *,oenming to here, I was dkeelor of public policy and advooaey for the Nationel Cox_adl on Independent
Living (NCIL) hi. W_hington_ D.C. Health care and tran_porm_on h0.ve always b_n major issues for people with
disabilities, While I was with NC1L, I worked closely with the US Deparmaeat of Tramporrafi0n, _ well as the

US Depar_ent of Health and Human 8erci¢e_ - pm_i_ularly with _e Cantea" for ]dediea_eA_,ledi_eid SerYiees,
Se,c_laty Mlohasl O, Leavit_ of DHHS appointed me as a voting m_ab_r of the Medicaid Commission in July
2005 whore I served for 18 montl_. I am wry th_fli_ with Medicaid law sad regulatiom.

I haw fotmd that ta_lpol_at_on is fade..d amajor i*su_ herO in South Carolina. The 6RC has significant problems

in working with individual_ with disabilities in Charleston, Dorchester; Berkeley, Orang,burg, _d Willim-n_burg

Counties - espe0ially in the rural areas- as a re,salt of leek of_msport_or) olaion_. I mast admit that an
inordln_,te amount of my time this past year has been loomed on general transportation issues, Therefore, when I
learaed about the proposed "stroWher van" regulations, I was eancomed since it involves both he_l_ _tre _d

tramportation. $pceifioally the quality of medical care indtviduttls with ei_nifiea.ur dhabilities reoeive in our area
b a major priorlty. This is particularly tr_e of Medicaid recil_iants who*e ehoiena ere already limited,

The very definition of those individuals who would be _*ported in these stzetcher vans - persons who cermet b_

tramp0rted ha a taxi or wheelohak due to eonvalt_oence or being non-ambulate G, - in itself means thai:tho_e
individalals are medically fragile or very much at risk. l camaot canaprda_d mox4ng these hldi',,iduals without
_0me degree of medical monitoring and the ability to respond q_ioldy _ad compemnfly sho'ald aa omergenG-y
develop. I once was director Ofa e._t_r for independent living in Vkgini_ and that center prOVided Medicaid
tran_poa,atiolg so I am. fiai'niliar wi',.hthat sePVlcn. At one time t_at organization was a eontraamr with LoglstiCare,

This only msgnlttes my concerns.

In summm"7, our org_i_rfi0n Wants togo on record in opposition to the proposal dlonge in reguladons. 1
personally feel this wo_ld be taking und_ _d uanecessary risks for an akeady'_high risk" population. ¥ot_

(atrrom system se_ras adequate. Ifit tsn't broken, why fix i_

Owca Gillenwater

_xeou_IveDireotor

$0/$0 39_d
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